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INTRODUCTION 
 

The idea of a charities conference, accessible to all, was floated at the March 2009 
conference held in Solihull, England. A presentation was made to  attendees, asking 
those who were interested to contact the organisers with a view to determining the 
aims and objectives of such a conference. 
 
There was general agreement that Belarus as a venue would enable Belarusian 
partners to participate. It was acknowledged that travel, visa and subsistence costs etc 
would inhibit the attendance of ‘grass roots’ volunteers in Belarus abroad. 
 
Assistance was offered by the then British Ambassador in Belarus, His Excellency Mr 
Nigel Gould Davies, and His Excellency, Mr Aleksandre Mikhnevich, Ambassador of 
Belarus in Great Britain and Northern Ireland. An organising committee of Michael 
Rye [Rotary], Brenda Dinsdale [Chernobyl Continuity] and Steve Whaley [One Child, 
One World] was formed. It was agreed that, for the conference to be fully inclusive,  
there would be   Belarusian and British Co Chairs.  
 
The organising committee arranged meetings in Minsk in May, in order to find a 
suitable venue and to keep the Department of Humanitarian Aid informed about 
progress. The organising committee stressed that this would be a ‘UK Charities 
Initiative’ but that all help was welcome. The response was enthusiastic. 
 
Help was offered, and accepted, and it was agreed that Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation 
Camp would be an excellent venue. A preliminary visit to the camp was made in May 
2009 and discussions took place about the facilities needed. Accommodation could be 
provided if necessary. 
  
AIMS & OBJECTIVES  
 
Many charities hold annual conferences, to which they invite their Belarusian 
partners. However, these invitations are not usually extended to volunteers from other 
charities. So, one of the primary aims was to provide a working platform for as many 
NGOs and individual people as possible. 
 
Networking opportunities should be available, plus the possibility of ‘matching’ 
organisations in Belarus with organisations in other countries. 
 
There should be an exchange of ideas, future planning and mutual co-operation. 
 
Information from various sources should be available, in order to assist with the 
running of groups/charities eg UK Visas, Humanitarian Department etc. 
 
Contact details could be shared. 
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Perhaps the most important objective would be  meeting  our Belarusian partners. For 
some delegates, this would be the first time they had been to Belarus and therefore, 
the first time they had met their partners! 
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 
What did delegates hope to achieve by attending this conference? 
 
Some comments: 
 
To promote better working practice between partners. 
To understand any problems with documentation. 
To improve communications. 
To discover Belarus. 
To offer help to new groups. 
To ask for assistance with projects. 
To meet each other. 
To ask questions. 
To answer questions. 
To promote collaboration between Belarusian and British organisations 
 
PLANNING  
 
In order for the Conference to reach as many people as possible, emails, telephone 
calls and ‘word of mouth’ contact was made. The initial response was encouraging 
and  a firm booking made at Zhdanovichi.  
 
The Department of Humanitarian Aid offered free visas to all UK delegates, an 
incentive to attend which was greatly appreciated. Belavia Airlines arranged a special 
air fare, although some delegates chose alternative methods of transport as the cost 
was still high. The organisers suggested that participants arrange their accommodation 
through their Belarusian partners or that they should stay at the camp. This enabled 
our them ‘Working Together for a Better Future’ to start even before the conference. 
 
The new British Ambassador, H.E. Mrs Rosemary Thomas, agreed to host the 
reception at the British Embassy, which had been offered by H.E. Nigel Gould 
Davies, on the evening before the first day of the conference. A social event, 
organised by Tom McEnaney of IODP  was arranged for the final evening. 
 
Attendees were asked to submit abstracts of their presentations before the start of the 
conference. 
 
Students from Minsk Linguistic University agreed to act as interpreters. 
 
The organisers arranged to stay at the camp, and arrived 3 days early in order to 
finalise arrangements. All conference papers, badges etc were brought from England. 
 
The conference room at Zhdanovichi had all the necessary presentation equipment. 
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PLACES AND FACES 
 

VENUE 

 
��� �����������������  – Capital City of Belarus and home to over 2,000,000 people. 
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��  - offers respite holidays to children, 

sometimes accompanied by their families, who are unable to travel abroad. 
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CONFERENCE OPENER 

 
 
HE Rosemary Thomas, British Ambassador to Belarus and Andy Penpraze, UK Borders Agency  
Photo: Hans Uyl 
����� �����
�������� �����
�������� �����
�������� �����
��� ����
�����
�����
�����
� ���� British Ambassador in Belarus. Mrs Thomas has 
worked for the Foreign Office since 1991 in various departments, including the office 
for Russia of the Eastern Europe section. She has also worked in Odessa as PR 
advisor in the EU mission for border aid to Moldova and Ukraine. 
 
 

CONFERENCE CONVENOR/ORGANISER 
 

 
Michael Rye 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
��
�
��� �����
�
��� �����
�
��� �����
�
��� ��� , Operations Director of the Most Sacred Order of Hospitallers, has 
been involved with Belarus for 16 years through running multi vehicle convoys of 
Humanitarian Aid, Rotary matching grants, business links etc. Past District Governor 
International District 1150 and Honorary Belarusian Consul for Wales. 
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CONFERENCE CHAIR 

 
Brenda Dinsdale, Alexandra Stelmashonak 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
����	
� 	���	
������	
� 	���	
������	
� 	���	
������	
� 	���	
�� , has worked with Chernobyl Charities since 1992. In 1998 
founded Chernobyl Continuity, an independent charity helping Belarusian teenagers, 
and has developed an awareness raising programme to keep Chernobyl related issues 
in focus. 
 
 

CONFERENCE ORGANISER 

 
Steve Whaley, Andrei Putilin 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
������ ��
��������� ��
��������� ��
��������� ��
��� , worked with Samaritan’s Purse for many years. In 2008 started 
an independent charity, One Child, One World, linking students from Belarus and 
UK. 
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CONFERENCE REGISTRAR 

 
 

[L to R] Brenda Dinsdale, Michael Rye, Jim Nicholson 
Photo: Brian Dinsdale 

���� ��
������������ ��
������������ ��
������������ ��
�������� a Trustee of Chernobyl Continuity, has been involved with 
Chernobyl charities for many years. Is active within the scouting movement. 
 

CONFERENCE STEWARD &  TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

 
Brian Dinsdale 

Photo: Friedrich Wittib 
 

���
��	���	
�����
��	���	
�����
��	���	
�����
��	���	
�� , has been involved with Chernobyl charities for 17 years. Brings 
a wealth of technical ability to the charity [as well as a love of trains!]. 
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27, Southfields, Dudley, NE23 7HU Tel 0191 250 2040 email:zippee@tiscali.co.uk 

Registered Charity Number 1077531 
 

Charities United in Partnership 
Working Together for a Better Future 

 
DATE:    October 15th – 16th 2009 
VENUE: Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation Camp, Minsk 

***** 
DAY 1  Thursday, October 15th 2009 
 
TIME ACTIVITY NAME TITLE 
09.00am Registration   
10.15am Official welcome Mikhail Alexeeivich, 

Director 
Zhdanovichi 
Rehabilitation Camp 

10.15am Welcome Michael Rye Rotary 
10.30am Opening of the 

Conference 
HE Rosemary Thomas British Ambassador 

10.45 Presentation Irina Ivanova Humanitarian Dept 
11.15am UK Borders 

information 
Andy Penpraze UK Borders 

11.45am Presentation Brenda Dinsdale Chernobyl 
Continuity 

12.15pm Inter country links Steve Whaley One Child, One 
World 

12.30pm Cystic Fibrosis in 
Belarusian Children 

Natalia Dobrova Minsk Ass for 
support of children 
with cystic fibrosis 

12.45pm * LUNCH * * LUNCH  * * LUNCH * 
14.00pm Presentation  Tatiana Kot Medicine & 

Chernobyl, Minsk 
14.15pm The rehabilitation of 

socially disadvantaged 
children in shelters 

Galina Yushkevich Social & Pedagogical 
centre, Dzerzhinsk 

14.30pm The problems of 
people in wheelchairs 
in Belarus 

Elena Shilkina Senior Trainer, 
Belarusian 
wheelchair dance 
team 

14.45pm Presentation Hans Uyl Pearls of Tarsiki 
15.00pm Workshops 1) It’s as easy as ABC 

All working together 
Better working practice 
Communication 
 
2) Forward to the Future 

 

16.00pm Tea   
16.15pm Questions The panel  
17.00pm Day 1 close   
19.00pm Dinner At Zhdanovichi  
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DAY 2   Friday, 16th October 2009 
 

TIME ACTIVITY NAME TITLE 
10.30am Welcome Michael Rye Convenor 
10.35am Family type 

orphanages in 
Belarus 

Irina Soborova Rotary Club, Minsk 

10.55am Links with the 
Hospice 

Antoinette Ferraro Belarusian 
Children’s Hospice 

11.15am The work of the 
Hospice 

Ludmila Nazarova Slonim Children’s 
Hospice 

11.35am Arrangement of 
documents to 
fulfil a 
humanitarian 
project 

Violet Tumaschik Exec Secretary, 
Minsk Rotary 

11.55am Hosting 
experiences 

Tracey MacDonald/JK Rhys 
Watkins 

CCPUK 

12.15pm About the 
Centre 

Svetlana Vinnick English Cultural 
Centre Vitebsk 

12.30pm LUNCH   
14.00pm Workshops 1) It’s as easy as ABC 

All working together 
Better working practice 
Communication 
 
2) Forward to the future 

 

15.00pm Workshop 
feedback 

  

15.45pm Tea   
16.00pm Questions The panel  
16.45pm Close of 

conference 
Brenda Dinsdale Conference Chair 

19.30 Social An evening of Song & Dance 
At Orphanage No 5, Minsk 

 

 
There will be 2 workshops, running concurrently. This will give everyone the opportunity to 
attend both of them. Feedback for both will be on Friday afternoon. 
CONFIRMATION  
The social event on Friday evening, October 16th, at one of the Minsk orphanages has been 
confirmed. This will include dinner and entertainment.  Further information will be sent as 
soon as possible. Please email Tom or Brenda to book your place.  
 
There will be time to network during lunch and dinner. 
 
PLEASE 
If you have not been included in the programme and wish to make a presentation, please 
email me at zippee@tiscali.co.uk. 
  
You are welcome to bring display material, showing the activities of your organisation. We 
suggest you arrive a little early in order to set up. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY RECEPTION 

 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Belarus, Mrs Rosemary Thomas, graciously hosted a 
reception in the residence for some of the conference delegates. It was an opportunity 
to meet in advance of the more formal procedures, to exchange ideas and to enjoy the 
delicious canapés! 
 
Present were the conference organisers from Great Britain and representatives from 
Ireland, the Netherlands and Belarus.  
 
 

CONFERENCE - DAY 1 
 

Despite the early start, delegates arrived punctually, were registered, issued with name 
badges and meal tickets and found seats. People who had brought display materials 
were shown where to arrange them. A special room, with refreshments, had been 
prepared for the Ambassador, where she could wait until the conference was 
assembled. Special praise must be given to all Zhdanovichi staff, who manned the 
cloakroom, directed attendees to the conference room and helped in so many ways. 
As far as we know, we were the first group to use the new conference room at 
Zhdanovichi. It was an excellent experience. 
   
It is a tradition in Belarus that honoured guests are presented with bread, as a token of 
esteem. Mikhail Alekseeivich, Director of Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation Camp had 
organised for the bread ceremony to take place prior to the opening of the conference. 
Mrs Thomas was delighted to receive such a warm welcome and to meet a young 
woman dressed in National Costume who had been asked to participate. 

 
The Bread Ceremony 

[L to R] Andy Penpraze, Michael Rye, Andrei Putilin, HE Rosemary Thomas, Brenda Dinsdale, 
Belarusian representative, Mikhail A Akinets 
Photo: Hans Uyl 
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Conference delegates were interested to hear of the good work done at the camp. 
They learned about the respite programme, the new facilities, the possibilities 
available for medical assistance and ways in which they could become involved. 
 

 
Mikhail Akunets, [Director Zhdanovichi], Maxim Zhbankov 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale  
Mikhail Alekseeivich concluded his opening remarks by assuring everyone of their 
welcome at the camp and expressed his best wishes for a good and fruitful 
conference. He presented Mrs Thomas with some memorabilia of the Rehabilitation 
Camp  and an invitation to return. 
 
The conference convenor, Michael Rye, took over at this point. He spoke movingly 
about the need for a conference such as this and about his hopes for future co-
operation between Belarusian and British NGOs. He added that he was especially 
delighted that representatives from the Netherlands and Ireland had made the journey 
to attend. Handing over to Mrs Thomas, he briefly described that she was new in post 
and that this was her first ‘official’ engagement since her arrival in Belarus. 
 
Mrs Thomas’s impressive speech to open the conference was given in Russian. This 
was a great tribute to the Belarusian delegates who were present and much 
appreciated. She pointed out that, as she had only been in Belarus for three weeks, it 
would be difficult for her to make much comment. However, she was looking forward 
to her time in Belarus and to getting to know the country and the people. 
 
After the official opening remarks, the conference got under way. All speakers were 
asked to submit transcripts of their presentations, and you will find in the following 
pages, information which has been received.  
 
Throughout the two days, the standard of translation/interpreting was excellent and 
special thanks must be made at this point to all who helped with this major task. In 
any conference which involves people who speak different languages it is vital that 
understanding is common to all. You will see, by the comments in the attached 
questionnaire, that this difficult task was achieved with clarity and speed. 
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UK Borders Agency representative, Andy Penpraze, spoke only briefly, to remind 
delegates that he, too, was new in post. However, he brought with him information 
concerning the application procedure for visas.  Copies of this document were made 
available for all delegates, and are included in Appendix 4. Should you need further 
copies, please contact the British Embassy direct, or check their web site. 
 
Unfortunately, Mr Aleksandre Kolyeda, Department of Humanitarian Aid, was unable 
to be present. However, conference was delighted that he sent representatives from 
the department in his place. The presentation commended the conference, affirming 
the need for closer relationships between Belarus and countries offering aid. 

 
Irina Ivanova, [Department of Humanitarian Aid], Maxim Zhbankov 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
CHERNOBYL CONTINUITY 
Presented by Brenda Dinsdale, Co-ordinator 

 
Ambassador Thomas, Brenda Dinsdale, Alexandra Stelmashonok 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
In 1992 I saw an advertisement in a local paper, asking for volunteers to host a child 
from an orphanage in Russia. The article explained how the Chernobyl disaster had 
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affected the country and described the need for children to leave the contaminated 
areas in order to give their immune systems the opportunity to recover. 
 
I discussed this with my family, and with their agreement offered to ‘give a child a 
holiday’. 
 
We discovered early on that some of the information we received was faulty. First of 
all, the children were from Belarus [not Russia], secondly they were what is called 
‘social orphans’. In other words, they had family but for various reasons were unable 
to remain with them. 
 
We awaited our visitor with trepidation. However, our major worries were unfounded. 
The young lad who came to stay with us put his hand out, took hold of our hearts and 
never let them go. 
 
He visited every year until he was 15, and every year was a magical time for us all. 
Reality then struck. The inviting charity took a decision to stop respite holidays for 
over 15’s. In other words, there would no longer be holidays for young people 16 
years and over. This placed a number of us in a dilemma. We had never really 
considered the future for this boy, or the impact staying with us every year had had on 
his life. We realised that the late teens is a very vulnerable time for all youngsters but 
especially so for children from orphanage backgrounds, who were expected to move 
into hostel accommodation attached to the professional and technical school. 
 
Was there any way in which we could help? After great discussions, meetings and so 
on, a group of us decided that the best thing to do was discuss the problem with the 
government of Belarus, in order to come to some sort of resolution. Consequently I 
travelled, [with a colleague], to Belarus to meet with officials.  
 
We offered our ideas; that there should be a dedicated charity for older children; it 
should offer a cultural, social, sporting and educational programme; the youngsters 
should meet with teenagers from the local area; there should be ‘feedback’ to 
interested parties. Our ideas were accepted and we returned to Britain full of 
enthusiasm for our new project.   
 
Of course, we faced all sorts of difficulties, not the least of which was the challenge to 
find enough funding to run such a programme. However, we received [and still do] 
great help from local people and businesses who could see that this was an excellent 
addition to the schemes already operating for younger children. The Embassy of 
Belarus has supported us since the charity was started and we have always worked 
closely with Belarusian government departments. 
 
That was about 10 years ago. Now we have a fully operational registered charity, 
specifically dedicated to the needs of the 16 – 19 year olds. We invite the teenagers to 
the North East of England for a month’s respite holiday. They stay with volunteer 
families and are expected to participate in our programme. 
 
How do we accept volunteers? Of course, we observe the guidelines suggested by 
various official departments, including CRB checks, etc. As well as that, though, we 
have our own ‘in house’ training. Our specially appointed Host Family Co-ordinator 
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interviews prospective hosts, checks that the accommodation on offer is suitable for a 
teenager and fully talks through the responsibilities the volunteer will have. We have 
regular monthly meetings, which we encourage volunteers to attend. We also have 
several ‘compulsory’ meetings and a training day prior to the visit. We have a 
handbook, entitled ‘Everything you wanted to know about hosting but were afraid to 
ask,’ which our families often refer to as their ‘Bible’!  However, this is a humorous 
comment, as we are not a religious charity.  
 
During the visit we hold a weekly House party, offering a forum where volunteers, 
group leaders and teenagers have the opportunity to discuss ‘the good, the bad and the 
indifferent!’  
 
We involve the teenagers in some degree of planning their own activities. We also  
ask them to fill in a  questionnaire about the visit and we  ask our group leaders to 
complete ‘job appraisal’ forms. The results are always very interesting. Each teenager 
receives a Certificate of Achievement which details all the activities in which they 
have participated during their time in Britain. 
 
Unfortunately in 2009 we were not able to run our usual programme, due to new 
legislation restricting group visits of teenagers abroad. We are optimistic that this 
problem will be resolved, as the perceived wisdom is that there are definite health 
benefits from spending time in a ‘clean’ environment. We would urge everyone 
involved in the planning and writing of new guidelines to bear this in mind. Following 
a favourable outcome, Chernobyl Continuity will resume its respite programme in 
2010. 
 
We also run an awareness raising programme in local schools. We have a resource 
pack, detailing the Chernobyl disaster, which also describes the traditions and cultures 
of Belarus. Children are asked to work through the booklet and write a piece of poetry 
or prose. There is a prize for the individual winner and an inscribed shield for the 
winner’s school. 
 
Our annual YOUTH4YOUTH concert is an opportunity for young people from the 
North East to come together; to sing and dance…showcase their talents, in order to 
support the young people of Belarus. The concert is always supported by local mayors 
and mayoresses, the Lord Lieutenant  of Tyne and Wear and the Embassy of Belarus. 
 
We have hosted the Embassy of Belarus’s Humanitarian conference on two occasions, 
and have an annual ‘2C’s’ conference, which is open to all.   
 
In conclusion, I would say this. There is no doubt that the Chernobyl disaster had a far 
reaching impact, not just in Belarus but in many other countries, including Britain. 
Belarus is a wonderful, proud country and, at this moment in time, needs our help and 
support. I am sure that in the future, Belarus will recover and be in a position to once 
again offer help to others. 
 
Helping Belarus is a privilege for those of us who volunteer. 
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ONE CHILD, ONE WORLD, 
Presented by Steve Whaley 
 

 
Steve Whaley, Andrei Putilin 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 

I am delighted to be here in Minsk attending this conference. How wonderful it is to 
see so many people here. As you can hear, I started my presentation in Russian but I 
will continue in English in order to give our interpreters some practice!. I would also 
like to apologise, on behalf of the British nation, for beating the Belarusian team in 
last night’s football match. 
 
Many of the attendees here have been working for much longer in the humanitarian 
sector than I have. However, I wanted  to talk a little about what this work means to 
me. Previously, I have worked with Samaritan’s Purse and that work brought me to 
Belarus for the first time. I fell in love with the country and its people, its hospitality 
and the warmth of its welcome. 
 
OneChildOneWorld is a charity trying to link children in the UK with children in 
Belarus. I want to create a relationship between groups of people so that they can see 
that, despite our differences, there are also many similarities. We are all the same; we 
simply have different backgrounds, a different heritage and different cultures but 
essentially we are the same people living in the same world. 
 
None of us working in the humanitarian field do this work because we want to make 
money; we do it because we want to make a difference! We don’t do it because our 
heads tell us to but because our hearts tell us to!  
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MINSK CITY ASSOCIATION FOR CYSTIC FIBROSIS 
Presented by Natalia Dobrova 

 
[L to R] Speaking, Natalia Dobrova,  Maria Podobedova 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
Public organisation “Minsk City Association for Cystic Fibrosis” is the only 
organisation which deals with the problems of disabled children from birth – sick 
children with cystic fibrosis in the Republic of Belarus. Our organisation was founded 
on August 5th, 1994 in Minsk by the parents of children with CF, to overcome the 
problems of the absence of any state programme on the prevention and treatment of 
CF. The main goal is to provide medical, social, juridical, psychological and other 
help for the sick and their families; to inform the society and government about the 
problems of CF, to offer ways of solution for them; help with the realization. The 
organisation exists only on donations. That’s why we ask people to help us. 
 
Cystic fibrosis is a genetic disorder known to be an inherited disease of the secretory 
glands, including the glands that make mucus and sweat, which affects lungs and 
digestive tract. 
 
Although technically a rare disease, CF is ranked as one of the most widespread life- 
shortening genetic diseases. It is diagnosed in males and females equally. A defective 
gene and its protein product cause the body to produce unusually thick, sticky mucus 
that clogs the lungs and leads to life threatening lung infections; obstructs the 
pancreas and stops natural enzymes from helping the body break down and absorb 
food. Mechanical devices and inhalation medications are used to alter and clear the 
thickened mucus. It is also essential to carry out correction of the broken function of a 
pancreas by application of preparations containing pancreatic, along with other, 
intestinal enzymes. Infertility affects both men and women, though very few people 
with CF manage to have children. The average life expectancy is about 37 years, 
although improvements in treatment mean persons born in recent years may expect to 
live longer. In European countries and the USA the patients expect to live into their 
30s, 40s and even beyond. 
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In the Republic of Belarus  officially there are 150 people with CF, though the 
numbers are thought to be much higher [about 500-600] because of the lack of 
diagnostics. The oldest patient in our country is 34 years and, in general, the situation 
has improved in the last 15 years. 
 
During the existence of our organisation we have achieved good results. With the help 
of charitable organisations we have built two medical centres in Minsk; one is for sick 
children, the other is for adults; have opened 3 regional centres – in Gomel, Vitebsk 
and Brest – and provided them with the necessary equipment and medicines, taught 
the doctors to deal with CF. Our doctors also participate in international congresses. 
We do our best to inform the people of our country about the disease and the 
problems of the sick, and draw the government’s attention to the necessity of reaching 
the world standards of CF treatment.  
 
We take part in scientific researches to improve the quality of treatment and increase 
the duration of life of the sick. Every year our children are enrolled in rehabilitation 
programmes in Italy. We hold the charitable events to raise funds for the needs of the 
sick. 
 
November 21st is the European Day of Cystic Fibrosis. The main purposes of this day 
are to unite the forces of the doctors, scientists, cystic fibrosis foundations and World 
Health Organisation to inform the society about CF as a serious widespread life 
shortening disease. This day our organisation also carries out charitable actions. We 
would be very grateful if you support our patients! 
 
MEDICINE AND CHERNOBYL 
Presented by Valeryia Skromblevich 

 
Valeryia, Andrei Putilin 
Photo: Brian Dinsdale 

 
International Public Medicine Charity Organisation “Medicine and Chernobyl” was 
established by the members of the International Congress which has the same name 
“Medicine and Chernobyl” in February of 1991 and in June of that very year it was 
registered by the Department of Justice of the Republic of Belarus. 
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That was a difficult time and we had many problems but due to the desire to 
understand each other we were able to keep co-operation for the sake of children who 
are in need of our help. A great deal of good things have been done for these almost 
twenty years. Starting with life saving programmes many organisations continued 
with carrying out projects directed at the future. 
 
“Medicine and Chernobyl” in co-operation with its partners from Belarus, Italy, 
Spain, Great Britain, Germany, the United States of America, Canada and Greece, 
realises the following programmes and projects.  
 
1. SOCIAL & MEDICAL SPHERE.  
 
This is the largest direction. According to this direction the following programmes 
and projects are realised. 
 
The Programme of Belarusian Children’s Health Improvement abroad as well as 
in Belarus. This programme is mostly directed at health preservation of the children 
who live in the contaminated area and at the children/orphans who had a sad 
experience of living in socially dangerous families. Beginning with 1991 more than 
128,000 Belarusian children had an opportunity to improve their health on Chernobyl 
Programme. 
 
The Programme of Medical Treatment and Prosthetics of sick children in western 
clinics. This programme is for children who can’t be cured in Belarus for the lack of 
specialist medical equipment, medicine, treatment methods and because of some other 
reasons. The programme includes not only medical examination, performing 
operations and medical treatment but making prosthetic appliances as well. Only for 
the last 3 years it has been produced a number of prosthetic appliances and hearing 
aids to the sum of $401,000. 
 
The Rehabilitation Programme for Handicapped Children. Every year 
rehabilitation programmes for handicapped children are organised in special centres 
of western countries such as great Britain, the United States of America, Italy, Spain 
[for the last 3 years 173 handicapped children have been rehabilitated there].  
 
By the way, this programme also includes the organisation of charity concerts called 
“Generosity of our Heart”  for handicapped teenagers from small Belarusian towns 
and villages with participation of young talented Belarusian singers. The aim of this 
cultural event is to give pleasure to handicapped teenagers, to support them in the 
desire to live, to find out something new and to develop themselves as well as to give 
them a chance to make friends and just to bring them joy and happiness and to fill 
their souls with something nice and sweet. 
 
The Project “The House of Mary – 2” has been realised in co-operation with our 
partners from Italy, Great Britain, Greece and Spain since 2007 and is aimed at the 
organisation of medical examination and treatment of sick and handicapped children 
in Belarus.  During two and half years of the existence of this Programme, 36 sick 
children had a possibility to get medical treatment in special Belarusian centres. Many 
of them have been operated on. This programme gives children the chance to have a 
future and to recover their health. The programme is open for co-operation not only 
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for children who go abroad for health improvement but at the same time for 
handicapped children who do not have such an opportunity because of their disease. 
 
The Programme “Hope” provides permanent financial support to poor low income 
families, to families that have sick and handicapped children, to families of dependent 
children etc and at the same time this Programme provides support to orphanages 
organised by families and to Belarusian families who took orphans to bring up in their 
families. 
 
The Programme “Vitamin”  is organised to cover the expenses for extra nourishment 
for children from problem families in village schools. 
 
2. SPORT & CULTURE SPHERE 
 
This includes the following programmes: 
Programmes that provide help and support to talented children, the main aim of which 
is to support and develop abilities of gifted children. These Programmes promote 
cultural and sports contacts with children of the same age from other countries and it 
is expected for the children to participate in International contests, exhibitions, 
competitions etc. 
 
Among the participants of this Programme there are not only prize winners of 
different International contests and competitions as for example an Intenational 
Festival “Slavjanski Bazar” that usually takes place in Vitebsk but a prize winner of 
Eurovision. 
 
The Programmes that include charity cultural and sports events with the 
participation of children and young people, carry out special concerts organised by 
young singers in village schools as well as exhibitions of Belarusian artists and then 
the money raised this way is going to Belarusian orphanages to provide the 
renovation. 
 
3. THE SPHERE OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT  mainly includes the following 
programmes: 
 
The Programmes of Acquisition and Distribution of Humanitarian Aid for 
hospitals, schools, boarding schools, orphanages, families of dependent children, 
handicapped children etc. 
 
The Programmes of Construction, Reconstruction, Renovation and Acquisition 
of Special Technical Equipment for schools, boarding schools, orphanages, 
hospitals, village outpatients departments etc. Today, more than 20 orphanages 
organised by families as well as more than 150 tutorial families, foster homes and 
families of dependent children are patronised. Over the last 3 years more than 120,000 
euro have been invested for the aforesaid Programmes. Every year several million 
dollars are invested in the Republic of Belarus due to the realisation of our co-
operative Charity projects. 
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The Program “Pure Water”  aims at the construction of water supply in villages 
which are situated in contaminated areas. [See P 42 for more information on water 
projects]. 
 
 
 
4 INFORMATION SPHERE  includes: 
The organisation of different activities with the aim of promotion and realisation of 
Charity programmes. 
 
Volunteers’ training for the realisation of charity programmes and projects. This 
activity is very important for the realisation of Charity Programmes and sometimes 
successful realisation of this or that cultural event mostly depends on them. 
 
5 EDUCATIONAL SPHERE  includes: 
 
Various Educational Programmes such as for example, Professional Training 
Programmes for Teenagers 14 – 17 years old during health improvement period of 
school holidays. For the last 3 years more than 70 teenagers had an opportunity to 
complete training courses for becoming waiters and cooks on the basis of Vocational 
School of Hotel Business in Italy. 
 
The Programme “Gift” Children – Education – Equalit y provides financial 
support to gifted young people from problem families and to orphans to have an 
opportunity to study in Belarusian educational organisations. 
 
However, in our opinion, the most significant programme of this sphere is the 
programme headed by Mrs Brenda Dinsdale “Chernobyl Continuity”  which was 
established in 1998. This is a programme of informal foundation of 16 -19 year old 
orphans – boarding school leavers. Thanks to this unique programme [we do not 
know any other similar programmes existing in the world] about 200 young people 
were taught how to organise their free time ON THEIR OWN. During the time of 
their stay in great Britain they will know that it is possible to study a foreign language 
with the help of a computer, one can spend their spare time roller skating or riding a 
bicycle with friends. It is possible to have a training course of ballroom dancing and 
what is more important is that all these things are possible and interesting without 
alcohol and drugs. And at the end of their stay, answering the questions of the 
questionnaire worked out by “Chernobyl Continuity” young people start thinking 
about the time spent there and have it in their mind to keep the positive knowledge 
they have got. 
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MARIA’S HOUSE 
Presented by Svetlana Pynkina 
 

 
Svetlana Pynkina 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale  
10 years ago a group of Belarusian orphans were improving their health in a small 
Italian town in the mountains. At night one girl had a fever and she was taken to the 
doctor immediately. A kind woman, Maria, got into the car and together with the 
  
interpreter set off to hospital. On the way to hospital they got into an accident and the 
woman died. The girl and the interpreter were safe and sound. Maria was a nun. 
 
When we got to know about this tragedy we decided to call the joint programme of 
our partners aimed to help orphaned children and handicapped children “Maria’s 
House” [“Dom Mariyi”]. 
 
The first “Mariyia’s House” project was the opening in 1999 of the first social shelter 
for homeless children in Belarus. Since that time the shelter has housed more than 150 
children. In 2006 “Maria’s House” was turned into a state institution “The Centre of 
Social and PedagogicalAssistance of Minsk Region” which partially inherited the 
property of the former social shelter. 
 
As we know, currently the British organisation “Leaves of Hope” acts as a sponsor of 
this shelter. After that, since the end of 2006, a new project was launched known as 
“Mariya’s House – 2”. This project includes medical check ups, treatment and 
rehabilitation of ill as well as disabled children in Belarus. 
 
As you presumably know, in small towns and villages of Belarus there are children 
who are in need of expert care and staged surgical treatment, eg cardiological, 
orthopaedic, anaplastic and other kinds of surgery as well as postoperationional 
period. This can be done by Belarusian doctors but only in specialised clinics of 
Minsk where highly qualified specialists, the best equipment and the advanced 
methods of treatment are concentrated. 
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The treatment of such children presupposes a long-term stay of a child and at least 
one parent in Minsk or commuting to Minsk which is practically impossible for needy 
families, for families with many children or for those addicted to drink. That’s why 
the handicapped children from the radioactive contaminated zone [where, by the way, 
the degree of pathology is the highest] have no hope for recovery. 
 
To solve these problems we signed an agreement with the centre of healt 
improvement and rehabilitation of children “Zhdanovichsky” in so far as it is an ideal 
place to organise health check ups and rehabilitation of ill and handicapped children. 
It provides children with accommodation and alimentation, round the clock 
supervision of pedagogues, medical control and teaching if necessary. There is also an 
opportunity for post-operational rehabilitation and physiotherapy. 
 
On behalf of the organisation “Medicine & Chernobyl” we look for such children, 
contact the doctors from small clinics, organise the delivery of children to Minsk and 
backward as well as medical check ups, advice and treatment in specialised medical 
centres. 
 
It is due to your aid that children get the opportunity to live a healthy and productive 
life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC ASSOCIATION ‘BELARUSIAN RELIEF FUND FOR DISA BLED 
SPORTSMEN’ 

Presented by Elena Shilkina 

 
Elena Shilkina 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
The association was established and registered at the Ministry of Justice of the 
Republic of Belarus on June 3rd 1991.  
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The main purpose and objective of the Fund is implementation of the programme of 
social rehabilitation by dancing, working and contacting with nature. The Fund 
possesses a lot of pine forest of 8 hectares on the rights of 100% ownership, which is 
located 3km from Minsk. There the Fund built a Dancing Centre with dwelling 
cottages for wheelchair sportsmen to reside in the period of rehabilitation, and a sport 
hall [20m x 40m] suited for their training. 
 
The Fund has prepared many world sportsmen in Wheel Chair Dance Sport. 
 
The courage and determination of the participants of the Rehabilitation Programme, 
Wheelchair Dance, has made their lives harmonic: they have their sport life, 
professions, family. 
 
Hundreds of people in wheelchairs with similar fates have regained the sense of love 
and thirst for life having gone through the rehabilitation courses in the dance centre. 
Training in wheelchair dance has contributed to the creation of 14 married couples. 
Nobody can underestimate the importance of normal family life for disabled people. 
 
Between the training in Wheelchair Dance, one can ride horses and wander around the 
territory of the Centre. 
 
International Activity of the Fund  
The Government of Moscow has decided to send groups of disabled people to the 
Dance Centre for participation in the Programme of social rehabilitation by dancing, 
working and contacting with the nature annually. Since 2003 about 800 Moscow 
disabled citizens have participated in this programme. 
 
Since 2006 the Programme of Wheelchair Dance Sport for Belarusian disabled 
orphans has been implemented in co-operation with Italian association Amici di Bon 
Nillo Carniel. About 40 orphans have participated through them. 
 
Innovation in Sport 
In the Dance centre near Minsk the idea of Doctor Getrude Krombholz has been 
implemented, and is being carried out for many years. For this idea Dr Krombholz 
was awarded a special prize of Bavarian Minister – President Mr Edmund Stauber 
“For Innovations in Sport” on August 7th 2002. 
 

OUR SUCCESS STORIES 
 

Boris Bachkovsky 
 
He worked in the oil fields in Siberia. While defending a young woman he was 
stabbed in the back. However, systematical exercise in wheelchair dancing has 
brought him out of a state of deep depression. In 1998, Boris became the first 
Wheelchair Dance Sport World Champion [Makukhari, Japan]. He graduated from 
university and nowadays works in the rehabilitation centre. 
 
Elena Serkulskaya 
While doing a very difficult ski acrobatic feat in the mountains, she got severe spine 
trauma. For over 10 years she did not leave her apartment. Taking a great interest in 
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wheelchair dancing, she became three times world champion. She graduated from the 
university, got married and now she is working at the university as a coach for 
disabled children. 
 
Liudmila Volchek  
 
She was a European Athletics Cup Winner. When adjusting the television antenna, 
she slipped and fell from the roof of a three storeyed house having traumatised her 
spine severely. Wheelchair dancing helped her to go out of depression. She became 
Wheelchair Dance Sport Champion of Belarus twice. Then she got engaged into 
winter sports and became a Champion of Paralympic games in Torino [20006]. Got 
married and studies at the university. 
 
Oleg Zyrianov 
 
He was struck by a car. The people guilty of this automobile pedestrian accident put 
him into the car, came to the railway line and threw him under a train. He survived 
but lost both his legs. Oleg has become Champion of Belarus in Wheelchair Dance 
Sport three times, got married and works as a coach in the Dance Centre. 
 
Anna Gorchakova 
 
The doctors were utterly wrong in telling her mother that Anna could never achieve 
anything in life and would never be able to dance. Anna graduated from university, 
got married and works at the Dance centre. She has achieved great results in 
Wheelchair Dance Sport. 
 
Anna’s achievements 
 
1999 With her partner, Roman Krasko she achieved silver and bronze medals at 

the  European Championships in Greece. 
2000 World Championships, Norway, 2 x silver medals 
2002 With her partner, Oleg Razumovsky, ‘International Philanthropist’ 
2003 European Championships in Belarus, with her partner Alexey Zukhtikov 2 x 

silver medals 
2004 World Championships, Japan, 1 x Bronze medal 
2005 European Cup, partnered by Igor Kiselyov – 1 x silver medal 
2006 World Championships 1 x bronze medal 
2007 European Championships 1st place 
 Winner of the World Cup  
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PARELS VON TARASIKI 
Presented by Hans Uyl 

 
Hans Uyl 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
DEAR FRIENDS, 

WHY ON EARTH?!  
 

We all have dates in our memory that we shall never forget. For me a date that was 
carved into my memory is 1st December 2006. It was the date of my first visit to the 
Psychoneurological Dom Internat at Tarasiki. I was there for one day – it took me one 
week to recover. When I left through the gate, it felt like climbing out of hell. 
 
Tarasiki  is about 70 kilometres outside Minsk towards Barysau. It’s a good 8 
kilometres off the motorway and borders on a marshy region. It’s a small village with 
about 17 private houses and the Dom Internat. 
 
I was taken there by Natalia Parukova of Chernobylskiy Aist. She had warned me and 
in my mind I had vague memories of things I’d seen on television; documentaries on 
Rumania. But tv documentaries are widely different from reality. A documentary you 
can switch off and you don’t have the smell. Reality hits you. On the 1st December 
2006 I smelled the Dom Internat at Tarasiki two minutes before we arrived there; 
urine and sweat mainly. When we got there the place looked extremely dismal. In the 
drizzle a few residents were hanging around, in dirty, worn out clothes. Just short of 
300 people live there, or rather, are locked up there, hidden, serving life sentences as 
their pastor, Zhenya, told me. Serving life sentences – for what crime? They have a 
handicap. 
 
Most of them are mentally handicapped – many also have physical handicaps. Some 
of them were born this way, others developed a mental problem because of some 
horrible experience in life. About one third are bed ridden. I found them lying on what 
was supposed to be a bed and mattress – but what looked more like scrap iron and a 
dirty heap of stinking rags. 
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Oh yes, even then there were a few rooms – mostly inhabited by elderly ladies – that 
looked rather decent, especially compared to those without curtains, with walls that 
had lost their paint and supplanted it by all sorts of stains. But they were the 
exceptions. In most rooms there were at best only those beds and a couple of small 
tables. But no wardrobes, no place to put private things simply because they didn’t 
have anything of their own. 
 
Can you imagine such a life? Four in one room, a rusty iron frame and a mattress 
they’d refuse at the tip. Wrecked walls – and you bed ridden, lying there day after day 
after day – nothing to look at, nothing to make a difference between one day and the 
next, one week and the next, one year and the next. 
 
There were also toilets. I’m sure that none of us present here today could ever be 
forced to use one of these toilets, whatever the emergency. In other countries a serial 
killer would be treated differently, much better, or there would be a huge outcry from 
humanitarian organisations. 
 
Yet, a few hours away by plane, this is daily reality for these people, innocent people, 
people that need protection and love instead of being dumped and locked up here. 
Mind, this happens in a highly civilised country. 
Why on earth? 
 
I’d been asked to look for such a place by Marga van der Linden. She’s not here, now, 
to her great regret. She’s the mother of a son with Down’s syndrome. She’d been 
shocked by a story in a magazine about children like her son Steven.  The head of that 
story: “Bad toys you also throw out, don’t you?” She asked me to look for  a home for 
such children in Belarus. Instead I got to Tarasiki, where they only have adult 
residents. 
 
When I told her what had happened to me, we decided together we should do 
something. We started a humanitarian foundation and called it “Parels van Tarasiki” 
Pearls of Tarasiki, to emphasize that the residents are human creatures, perhaps a bit 
different from most of us but probably dearer to God than others who consider 
themselves ‘normal’. 
 
We decided to concentrate on: 
1. Beds and bedding 
2. Training for the medical staff 
3. Awareness of the very existence of these people and the places where they are kept. 
 
We started to raise some money by begging. We got a lot of support from our 
churches: Baptist and Roman Catholic, from my former school and mostly from 
private persons. We managed to buy a decent bed with a decent mattress for every 
resident, underwear which even many ladies didn’t have – shoes, medicines, some 
fruit etc. 
 
We drew up an Agreement of Co-operation with the director, Viktor Tumakov. We 
organised some transports of humanitarian aid for Tarasiki. We got some medical 
people in the Netherlands interested, especially people from an organisation for 
mental health care in Eindhoven. Some of them have been working for Internat No 3 
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at Navinki for several years and now they would like to do something for Tarasiki. 
That is the sort of thing we’ve been doing and we’ll continue to do. 
 
Fortunately, there are also the Irish. In a tremendous effort, people from Burren 
Chernobyl Group are rebuilding the interior of the living blocks, including the toilets. 
 
Apart from these changes there has also taken place a change in atmosphere. Until 
recently the director, Viktor Tumakov, and his staff had little reason to be hopeful: 
what sort of prospects did they have for improvement of this situation? How could 
they interest properly qualified people to come and work in this scrap-yard in the 
middle of nowhere? What had they to offer people to work there, except for low 
wages, high travelling expenses, shabby residents with many hard cases among them, 
incomplete medical staff? [Nadezhda, the psychologist, has been there for only one 
year now].What sort of job prestige could you derive from this? 
 
I think it is partly thanks to attention from foreign organisations, partly thanks to visits 
paid and concerts given by church members and students from Minsk that they have 
picked up courage, that they realise that there is a way ahead. It is this courage that 
you can now feel there, among staff and residents. 
 
Our organisation now aims at: 
1. Supporting the physiotherapy and occupational therapy that is now kicking 

off; 
2. Schooling to get modern ways of helping disabled people to the Dom Internat. 

Some sound therapy, some special attention, some love bestowed on the 
residents can give them back their life – can restore the shine of the Pearls. 

 
Like other foreign humanitarian organisations active in Belarus, we have a wish list. 
1. Better co-operation with the customs – these humanitarian organisations are 

doing their very best to help but often get the idea they are being thwarted by 
the customs, even when they stick to the rules. They can give you the feeling 
that they simply don’t want you to help their fellow countrymen! A lot of 
energy and money is lost there. 

2. Multiple entry visa for members of the organisations because now it takes a lot 
of effort to get the documents and visa to travel to your project. Money could 
be saved for the projects if you don’t have to travel to the embassy several 
times a year. 

3. Active interest on the part of the Belarusian authorities, including MPs, for 
their own fellow countrymen, who are less privileged than they are 
themselves; and also for the difficulties faced by those who work with and for 
the disabled. 

 
 
Please note that I have left out: 
1. The worst sights of the rooms and residents, out of piety and also because a lot 

has already improved. Some I didn’t even have the courage to take pictures of. 
2. Some horrible experiences, which I’d rather not tell in public because they are 

too emotional. 
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One day, I was travelling to Tarasiki. We were in a mini bus and next to me sat a 
beautiful young girl – my interpreter. I asked if it wasn’t difficult for her to go to such 
a place. She answered, “It’s difficult NOT to go there, because I’ve got so many good 
friends there” 
I was silent. It was like sitting next to a giant. 
 
Thank you on behalf of the people living and working at Tarasiki. 
 

* * * * * 
 
After Hans presentation, conference divided into two groups to attend their choice of 
workshop. A full report of the workshops appears on Page 42. 
 
The final event of Day 1, was the conference dinner, held in Zhdanovichi. This was an 
essential part of the proceedings; an opportunity to enjoy good food and to network. 
Belarusian and foreign partners sat together, there was a spirit of camaraderie, helped, 
of course, by the delicious meal, and the foundation for friendship was laid. 
 

 
 
 
 

CONFERENCE DAY 2 
 

The conference organisers were pleased that extra delegates arrived on day two. We 
appreciated that many participants had taken unpaid time off from work, and could 
only manage one day. It was, therefore, gratifying to see that groups had sponsored 
different delegates on different days. Not only did this mean that NGOs had full 
representation for the duration of the conference, it also offered more people the 
opportunity to attend. 
 
The day started later, with new delegates signing in and meeting delegates from day 1. 
Participants were eager to ‘continue where they had left off ‘ and were prepared for 
the workshops. 
 
The format for day two was similar to the first day, although there were no ‘official’ 
presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 - 30 - 

 
FRIENDS OF BELARUSIAN HOSPICE 
Presented by Antoinette Ferraro 

 
Speaking, Antoinette Ferraro, Vadim Kushnarov 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
The Trustees of Friends of Belarusian Children’s Hospice [FoBCH] have supported 
the Hospice since 1999. 
 
Our chairwoman, a fluent Russian speaker, has a seat on the Hospice’s advisory 
Board and contributes to strategic planning, management and financial decisions at 
BCH. 
 
The Advisory Board and friends of BCH are helping to develop Belarusian 
sponsorship of the hospice. Very recently a fundraiser has been appointed in Minsk to 
further this end. 
 
Our five Trustees are all volunteers and administrative costs are minimal. 
 
BCH was founded in 1994 and was the first children’s hospice in the former Soviet 
Union. The work includes both in–patient and community care. 
 
BCH launched the children’s hospice movement within Belarus. It is based in Minsk, 
the capital, and trains palliative care workers throughout the country. 
 
BCH receives referrals from hospitals in Minsk and nearby oncology centres. 
Families may also self refer for help. 
 
BCH does not receive any state funding. Belarusian funding has risen from nil several 
years ago to 13% in 2007/8. 
 
BCH currently has 87% of its costs met by Western donors and FoBCH will be the 
largest of these providers in 2009. 
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The main Hospice building in Minsk is called Vera’s house. It has three in-patient 
rooms which are used for respite care, convalescence and end of life care. 
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Most families in Minsk live in flats which do not have a lift. It is almost impossible 
for mothers to carry their sick children downstairs so that they can be outside in the 
sunshine and fresh air. At Vera’s House Hospice, children can socialise, learn to 
express their feelings and anxieties and have fun. They can stay for several days. The 
hospice mini bus brings the children. 
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The Hospice at Home team provides: 

·  * Medical care 
·  * Pain control 
·  * Monitoring 
·  * Physiotherapy 
·  * Counselling 
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The Belarusian Children’s Hospice has developed a respite care centre in Zabrodie, a 
village in the country about an hour’s drive from Minsk. 
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·  A haven where groups of chronically and terminally ill children can spend a 

holiday with BCH medical and support staff. 
·  Stork House – purpose built accommodation for families with sick or disabled 

children. 
·  Kitchen, dining rooms and bath house. 
·  A house for volunteers who help at the project. 
·  Co-operation with a local school. 
·  Fresh air, trees, sunshine, grass and a lake. 
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In Belarus, terminal illness and disability are stigmatised. The BCH is public to show 
that they are not ashamed of them. 
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After the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl in the Ukraine in 1986, 24% of Belarus was 
heavily irradiated. 
 
In 2005 a sharp rise in the number of birth abnormalities was recorded in Minsk and 
this high level continues. Women who were children at the time of Chernobyl are now 
having babies with abnormal internal organs and limited intellect, whose life 
expectancy is reduced. 
 
The authorities encourage parents with ‘defective’ children to abandon them to 
hospitals and institutions, BUT the Belarusian Children’s Hospice, in agreement with 
the health authorities, launched a programme for these babies which teaches parents 
how to care for their terminally ill or chronically ill child, provides palliative care and 
support at home, in patient treatment, respite care and counselling. 
 
These children can now be cared for by their parents in the family home with the 
support of the Hospice. 
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The total salary bill for BCH staff, including administration, medical and social 
workers, drivers, fund raiser etc in 2010 is £65,512. Of this, the medical staff salaries 
are as follows and total £20,805 
* Part time medical consultant    £3,226 
* Head nurse       £3,709 
* 3 nurses at basic rate     £9,677 
* Part time nurse      £2,580 
* Respite nurse      £1,613 
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Total cost of 2010 programmes [including salaries]   £82,694 
 
* Minsk Hospice in-patient care    £31,265 
*Respite care/Day centre at Vera’s House    £20,273 
* Hospice At Home service     £10,141 
* Parents’ Club, including bereavement Counselling    £2,132 
* Summer Project Respite care and Family Holidays  £5,859 
* Palliative Care Training & Fund Raising Support  £13,024 
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More than 50% of ‘Friends’ income comes from grant making trusts. 
These are some of the trusts which have made grants: 

·  * Maurice & Hilda Laing Charitable Trust 
·  * Military Order of the Collar Charitable trust 
·  * The Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation 
·  * The Mallinckrodt Foundation 
·  * The Victor Zorza Hospice Trust 
·  * The Trusthouse Charitable Foundation 
·  * The M & A Wix Charitable Trust 
·  * The Paget Trust 
·  * Mishcon Family Charitable Trust 
·  * Ammco Charitable Trust 

 
The Belarusian Children’s Hospice is a Palliative Care Centre offering hope, love and 
understanding for those whose children are considered ‘not worth bothering with’ in a 
society that shuns terminal illness and disability. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and donors, great and small. Friends of BCH 
have been able to keep this wonderful centre going. 
This task is on-going, more children and families need palliative care and support. 
Please help us to make a difference. 
 
 
ROTARY CLUB, MINSK 
Presented by Violetta Tumaschik 
 

 
Violetta Tumaschik, Andrei Putilin 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
Humanitarian Aid: Obligations and Documents 
After the Soviet breakdown in 1990, Belarus gained its sovereignty and a new 
independent state emerged on the terrestrial globe. Reforms to build up capitalistic 
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relations in economy were started. Recent 20 years demonstrated that nation’s hopes 
for better changes were not justified for a number of reasons. One of the main 
shortcomings of the current system lies in the pervasion of social justice principles. 
Undertaken economic reforms and policy produced a destabilising effect on social 
stability in the country. They appeared to be contrary to national interests and 
traditions. The cult of money among the country’s elite generated destructive forces, 
greediness, cruelty, disregard for moral values. Statistics report 10,000 official 
millionaires and from 7 to 15,000 shady millionaires in Belarus [total population is 10 
million]. Today, rich people are not so enthusiastic about charity and mercy; ideas of 
social responsibility in business are alien to the majority of them, evidence of 
willingness to help through local projects are not numerous. Efforts and funds spent 
on the development of a market society resulted in declined living standards of the 
population: 2/3 of Belarusians have incomes estimated as low or below a low level. 
 
Due to the Chernobyl disaster, International Humanitarian Aid came from Britain, 
Ireland, Germany, Italy, the United States of America, and Scandinavia came to 
Belarus on unprecedented large scale. Contributions from these countries aimed to 
diminish long term Chernobyl sequels cannot be underestimated. Recuperation of 
hundreds and thousands of children from contaminated areas is worthy of a particular 
note. Orphanages, hospitals, homes for the elderly and disabled, schools also became 
in the focus of concern and care from International donations and attempts through 
humanitarian projects brought relief and improved the quality of life in many of them, 
help thousands of people to survive.  
 
The Rotary Club, Minsk, was charted by the humanitarian association Rotary in 1992. 
Since then it has been actively involved both in International and community projects. 
Rotarians from Minsk view humanitarian aid and charity as a many sided 
phenomenon. They are most instrumental when alongside with quantitative changes 
such aspects as a feed back and moral impact are taken into consideration and tending 
to be developed. It is very important that those local institutions where donations are 
delivered should be assigned with appropriate commitments and obligations. An 
Agreement on Co-operation with full contact information and banking data between a 
Belarusian orphanage, hospital, school etc and an overseas charitable foundation 
could become a helpful tool to enable good results and to prevent passive 
consumption of funds or equipment as it occurs in some cases. The form of an 
Agreement on no more than two pages may be designed, disseminated and 
recommended for use by all charities that come to work in Belarus. The information 
from the Agreement could easily be entered into the data bases. 
 
Certainly, givings and donations are aimed to lend a helping hand to people in need, 
to those who are old, disabled or socially disadvantaged.  Still, a director of a hospital 
or an orphanage becomes a central figure who bears legal responsibilities for the 
largest usage of donations from abroad. A director should design not only one but  
even two or three variants of the project budget to consider the best in the light of 
cost-benefit analysis and to finalise it with an international co-ordinator. Under the 
Rotary Foundation guidelines after the project fulfilment the following documents are 
required: a bank statement that shows the grant money transmission on the account, 
the memorial or payment order that in which conversion of currency into Belarusian 
roubles is given, registration certificate from the national Humanitarian department, 
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copies of invoices confirming purchase of equipment. Donations in cash money 
cannot be excluded but should be very restricted. 
 
All mentioned above seems to be obvious and simple things but they are rather 
frequently ignored in practice. Charity deals not only with people but with money as 
well. Money should be respected just like people. Efforts and activities of donors 
must be supported by clearly formulated rules. Charity puts obligations on the two 
sides. These obligations should be met with dignity, honour and acknowledgement. 
The gratifying feeling of duty adds a lot to the general culture of charity without 
which a desired efficiency cannot be achieved. 
 
HOSTING EXPERIENCES IN THE UK 
Presented by Tracey McDonald & Rhys Watkins 
 

 
Tracey MacDonald & Rhys Watkins 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
Introduction:  
Rhys and his partner Tracey were asked to talk about their experiences hosting 
children from Belarus. They are a Host family with Chernobyl Children’s project in 
the UK, and say they are ‘a small cog in a large charity’. They have hosted for 3 years 
so feel they are quite new to the experience but ‘are loving it’. They host for 1 month 
each year. 
In their words………………………………. 
 
Why are we here in Belarus? 
We are  here in Belarus, to meet the parents and families of the children we have 
hosted. We originally planned to come to Belarus this Easter to visit the girls who stay 
with us and meet their families . Our thinking was that if we had children staying with 
strangers in a different country we would have concerns and curiosity about those 
people – therefore one reason was to reassure the parents, and families, that we are 
normal people who care for their children. And, from a more selfish point of view – 
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we’ve never been to Belarus, we know very little about the country and we needed to 
decide on somewhere to have a holiday. I feel that I know a bit more about the 
cultural aspects of family life which can only help the children we host in the future. 
 
 
 
Why are we talking to you? 
I still haven’t worked out the answer to this one – other than Brenda is a very hard 
person to say ‘No’ to! I’m giving this talk because I was told to by Tracey. Really, it 
became very clear early on into hosting that we got more out of it than we appeared to 
put in. So again, why are we here – well, maybe we feel we should be putting 
something back. 
 
What got us interested in Chernobyl Children’s Project?   
It was Tracey’s idea to get more involved. Chernobyl Children’s project got us by 
default. I was initially interested in fostering children in the UK but Rhys had 
concerns about the responsibilities and commitment involved so I had to find a sneaky 
way of proving to him how good he would be caring for children. I remembered 
seeing a drama on television a few years previously about children affected by 
Chernobyl being hosted by UK families and internet research led me to the West 
Pennine branch of CCP. Luckily, Rhys was much more open to having children live 
with us for a short time. 
 
What were our fears/expectations? 
Our initial fear was that we were not good enough – that we would be refused the 
opportunity to help. Once accepted, would we be good enough to show that we cared, 
that we loved them? Waiting for the children to arrive was quite nerve wracking – 
would they be really ill? And, if so, would I need to administer medication? First 
unfounded fear. Would we be able to communicate with each other? Second 
unfounded fear. Luckily both Mila and Katya speak very good English and sign 
language can be universal, although I did need to phone the interpreter once. Could 
we cope with two foreign teenage girls and what would we do if they didn’t like us? 
Knowing we had the support of the group and regular group activities didn’t stop my 
concerns at the time, although they seem rather silly now. Fortunately, we coped and 
the girls seemed to like us as we were informed by them, that they were coming to see 
us the following year. My expectation that first year was to provide a temporary home 
for two reserved [quiet] girls who would be homesick. What I experienced was two 
very lively girls who not only welcomed but actively sought new experiences. 
 
What is it like hosting? 
It’s tiring. It’s humbling. It can be expensive – our fault as we sometimes let the girls 
do activities that we secretly wanted to do. However, it’s also invigorating, fun and 
heart breaking when you say goodbye to ‘your’ children at the end of their stay. What 
I’ve just said sounds negative but being able to share my home and life with these 
children is such a privilege and positive experience that I do not have the words, in 
any language, to explain fully. 
 
To look after someone else’s child is nerve wracking. Once I realised there is still a 
child in me it was easy. It became a big adventure, and lots of fun. 
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What makes a successful host family? 
I have no idea. I don’t think this is something which can be defined by mere words. 
Hosting is done by all kinds of different people with different approaches. Possibly 
the only thing that can be said of families that host more than once, is that they are 
willing to give and receive love. 
 
We don’t actually know. For us it was not treating the children as if they were ill but 
as normal children that wanted a holiday full of adventure. 
 
Putting the children first. We have a phrase ‘It’s all about the children’. 
 
How has our attitude/approach changed? 
We first considered that all the children required was good food, fresh air, a bit of a 
break. It was the second year that changed our thinking – it seems obvious now but 
children are children, and what they really want is a good holiday. The end result was 
that they loved whatever we threw at them – and we ended up simply knackered. 
 
Initially, we expected to be hosting  children in need of respite care and , whilst this 
was the case, a conversation with the doctor who came with them the first year totally 
changed my aims for their stay. Yes..duvet days [lazy days watching dvds] were still 
on the agenda when necessary, but so was fun. I learned that fun and fun experiences 
are are an important part of a young person’s requirements for a healthy, happy life. 
Mind you, I still wouldn’t take them to fast food outlets and give them unlimited 
access to crisps…their idea of fun! 
 
What have we got out of it? 
So much more than I would have imagined possible. I have been introduced to a 
country that is beautiful and populated by generous people. On Wednesday I was 
informed it was Mother’s Day in Belarus and given a small present. Receiving the 
present was nice, what was priceless was being informed that I was Mila’s second 
Mother and then later receiving a text message that she loved me. My life has been 
enriched by my experiences. 
 
When the children came to us they were grey and tired. When they went home they 
had started to smile, to laugh. Colour appeared back in their faces. 
 
We had a meeting with a very emotional Babushka, who cried, telling us how her 
granddaughter came back a different person. 
 
We have some wonderful memories, 
…and, of course have met some wonderful people. 
 
Where do we go from here? 
I’m going back home but I think Tracey has more plans. 
 
WOW! What a question. My initial aim was to host for 3 years and then act as support 
to other host families, for a year or 2, before returning to hosting. Well, that isn’t 
going to happen. I’m trying to learn Russian – I’ve just about learned the alphabet. 
And my year or two of not hosting? Well, Rhys wants to continue hosting and I want 
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to come over to Belarus next summer and help out in one of the summer camps so it 
looks as though next spring will be spent juggling our diaries to see how we can fit 
both in. 
 
We’ll do it somehow.  
 
ENGLISH CULTURAL CENTRE, VITEBSK 
Presented by Dr Svetlana Vinnik 

 
Dr Svetlana Vinnick, Irina Zhilko 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 
Some words about the history of the Centre. 
 
It was formed in 1992, soon after the Soviet Union disbanded. Belarus became an 
independent state and educated people were looking for contacts with people in other 
countries [professional, personal, business contacts]. There were a lot of 
professionals, school leavers and university students, who had studied English, 
however, they were not able to speak it or understand it well as there had been no 
opportunity to practice the language with native speakers in the Soviet Union. Being a 
professional teacher of English with a PhD in Linguistics, I personally met native 
speakers of English for the first time when I was almost 40. 
 
We developed an idea of creating a conversational club. All those interested in 
acquiring skills in spoken English could come and take part in discussions on 
different topics in English. I invited my friends and acquaintances [university staff 
members, teachers of English from secondary schools, lawyers, etc] to support the 
idea of a new NGO English Cultural centre. It was registered with the Ministry of 
Justice, as Vitebsk City NGO in August 1994 but in 2007 it was re-registered as a 
regional organisation, and now we can involve in our activities people not only living 
in Vitebsk but also those living in other districts of Vitebsk region. 
What are its aims and objectives? 
We are an educational organisation striving to promote cross cultural communication, 
understanding and appreciation of different cultures and supporting women’s 
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development in Belarus using international experience and connections. Our aim is 
also to help our members to master English and use it as a language of 
communication. 
 
The organisation is run by the Board of Directors [all three are volunteers], which is 
re-elected every year. We consult on all the issues and take decisions together. 
 
We are an independent organisation, so there is no higher authority. The Board of 
Directors holds the responsibility for all our activities, for contacts and 
communication with officials on different levels, for official re-registrations, rent 
issues, etc. 
 
How many members does it have? 
There are about 80 registered members at present, and this number is rather stable, but 
the composition of our NGO changes every year as many school leavers enter the 
universities in Minsk and leave Vitebsk. 
 
About 500 people in Vitebsk and Vitebsk region benefit from our activities, 80 
attending the Club of communication in English. More than 400 people [both adults 
and children of different ages] are readers of books in the library which we run. It has 
about 10,000 books which we received free from the USA and Great Britain as 
humanitarian aid. 
 
Besides, thousands of university students all over Belarus, are users of English books 
in all spheres of knowledge, which we got from our partner organisation in 
Cambridge, the USA [Sabre Foundation] and distributed all over Belarus starting 
since 1996. We distributed over 60,000 books to more than 130 recipients [secondary 
schools, colleges, universities, research institutions and city libraries]. 
 
How is the society financed? 
For years we didn’t even have a bank account, as there was no money available. All 
work was carried out on a voluntary basis. Nobody got any salary at the centre. In 
view of new legal regulations concerning NGOs in Belarus, in 2008 we appealed to 
Vitebsk Regional Executive Committee with a request to allow us to use for free, 
three rooms we had rented earlier, and we in our turn were to open two vacancies at 
the centre, those of a librarian and the head of the English Club of Communication. 
Though paying two salaries is a challenge for an NGO, we have kept these jobs until 
today. The accountancy is done by a volunteer. 
 
What do we consider as the main successes of the society? 
We helped to improve or learn English to hundreds of people in 15 years. Due to our 
activities, a lot of people use English as an important tool in their work at joint 
ventures and Belarusian enterprises; university students participate in exchange 
programmes with other countries, university students get better opportunities to apply 
for scholarships to get a Masters Degree abroad. Knowing English helps many people 
to get a better understanding of how things develop in the world. 
 
In 1996, our centre became a member of the Associated Country Women of the 
World [ACWW] which has its headquarters in London. Members of our NGO who 
are fluent in English represent our NGO at International conferences. In 2006 the 
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European are President of ACWW, Mrs May Kidd, visited Vitebsk. We have good 
contacts with women’s institutes in England and Scotland. Due to the joint effort of 
the women’s institutes of the UK and the charitable organisation ‘Heart, Home, 
health’ we received a wonderful donation of books, office furniture and office 
equipment last April. Earlier we received from the latter a few donations of books and 
dvds with movies for children and adults which were a good addition to our library. In 
November 2008 we also received a contribution of money from ‘Heat, Home, health’ 
to make it possible for us to purchase a projector. A friend from Scotland helped us to 
establish contact with the charity ‘Books Abroad’ in Scotland, and we have received 
several parcels of books from them this year, too. All this creates good conditions for 
work at our centre. And the readers of our library are always happy when new books 
arrive. 
 
We have contacts with several NGOs and many individuals in Vitebsk and we share 
our knowledge of the international women’s movement and life in other countries. 
We have created good conditions for joint projects with other organisations by now; 
we have space for workshops and furniture for hosting up to 50 people at the same 
time. We have an opportunity to work on the territory of the whole region, and we are 
well known in Vitebsk and have won respect of many officials for our selfless 
voluntary work for 15 years. 
 
Most NGOs in Belarus function due to the enthusiasm of their leaders, sometimes of 
one person. Voluntary work and sponsorship are quite new phenomena in our republic 
so it’s very hard to find somebody who would give their money for any activity or 
who would do some work for the benefit of others on a voluntary basis. But we have 
been trying to introduce this culture in our society for years and we see that the 
situation is changing little by little – some among our members are willing to do, and 
are doing things, on a voluntary basis.   
 
BEGOML SETTLEMENT 
Presented by Father Valery Timkov  
 
Dear friends! 
 
In the territory of Dokshitsky district in Begoml settlement situated a temple in 
honour of All Saints, one of the oldest and most interesting on the architecture and 
history. It is established, that the church building is erected in 1886, and since 1930 it 
was used for the various not cult purposes. According to historical data, the church of 
Begoml was the biggest and most beautiful among rural churches of Vitebsk region. 
The rainy days the temple has gone through from 1930 – 1932 when there were 
reprisals and persecutions on Sacred Orthodox Church. At this time in church of 
Begoml has been completely destroyed the iconostasis, the church utensils are 
plundered, domes and a remarkable bell tower are destroyed, all inhabited and 
economic constructions are selected. Later the temple has been reconstructed under 
club, then a hostel, and from 1937 -1948 in church sawed wood. The separate shop 
which has been thrown has been constructed for this purpose. In 1965 in the temple 
by local state farm has been arranged the distillery with re-planning and 
reconstruction of a building which, as a matter of fact, has been destroyed in its most 
part. 
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On August 11th 1991, has taken place the meeting of an initiative group on which was 
discussed the question on restoration of the destroyed relic in Begoml settlement. The 
building in an awful status has been passed to parish. In vestibule of a temple have 
started to make divine service. On July 10th 2006 the special commission  accepted 
the decision on the termination of use of a building with a view of service, with 
assignment of a category of a technical status – 4. Joint efforts of parish and regional 
committee had been down works on elimination and dismantling of emergency 
designs and superstructures of the former distillery. According to item 4 of the report 
of Commissions of Ministerial Council of Belarussia from February, 29th 2008. No 
05/306-8 taking into account offers stated on meetings of the Head of the State with 
members of the Synod of the Belarus Orthodox Church on January, 24th 2008, the 
decision on preparation of documents for church inclusion in of the item was accepted 
Begoml in the State list of historical and cultural values of material aid in its 
restoration. In this connection we had prepared the list of necessary documents and on 
June 18th 2008, to a temple of All Sacred of Begoml Belarus, with assignment of 3 
categories. In parallel with it the decision was accepted to develop the project of 
execution of works taking into account features of object and observance under safety 
precautions. 
 
In co-ordination with region executive committee the customer of the design budget 
documentation has acted management of capital Construction of Dokshitsky district. 
Now is received the special permission from the Ministry of Culture of republic of 
Belarus on carrying out of design and exploration work, the supervisor of studies is 
appointed and confirmed. The approximate sum of the project specified by Institute 
UE ‘Vitebskprojectrestoration’ makes 183582354 Belarusian roubles. For our rather 
small parish it is a very essential sum. Besides, the temple building is recognised as an 
emergency and now there are no longer divine services. The church temporarily 
settles down in a small premises. Diligence of our parish has taken the form and 
similarity of a temple to which come and stay adults and children, inhabitants of 
Begoml settlement. Everyone goes here with the request, with the need. At someone 
pleasure, and at someone a grief and everyone wishes to share it here, in a temple. We 
see how much it is necessary, and what changes occur to people who address to 
church, to divine service. Especially it is necessary in our settlement where long 
decades destruction spiritually moral principles to what, first of all, our scolded and 
dilapidated temple visually testifies. The temple is a centre of cultural wealth which is 
so necessary for education of spiritually rich – both high grade members of a society 
and which form and confirm outlook of that person, show that material assets cannot 
be vital reference points, that the person should think, first of all, of cleanliness of the 
soul, cares of native land, prosperity, to show love to people, to do the duty. 
 
We believe and are firmly convinced what by common efforts probably to revive this 
relic and this temple which heavy tests have gone through so much, becomes an 
ornament of our settlement and now it creates a big interest. 
 
Dear friends! The parish of All Sacred of Begoml settlement petitions for assistance 
in the business of restoration  of a temple in Begoml settlement. We will be glad and 
grateful to you for any rendered help in the form of money resources, building 
materials, transport etc. 
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THE ANALYSIS AND POTENTIAL REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINA TED 
GROUNDWATER AFFECTING VILLAGE WATER WELLS IN THE 

KHOINIKI DISTRICT OF BELARUS – A RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
Prepared by Chris Broome 
 
Chris was unable to present at the conference but the organisers felt his report offered 
information beneficial to those working in Chernobyl related spheres.  
 
Project implementing organisations: International Sakharov Environmental 
University [ISEU] and the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental 
Management [CIWEM] under the memorandum of Agreement, signed May 
2009. 
 
CIWEM project contacts: Chris Broome & Tim Pickerin g [East Midlands 
Branch Committee] 
 
Project objectives: 
 
To reliably analyse the water quality of drinking water wells and other shallow 
groundwater supply sources in the Khoiniki District by site and laboratory testing by 
ISEU research students. It is hope to then go on to investigate safe and cost effective 
means of removing potentially harmful radiological, chemical and, if possible, 
biological contamination of groundwater from selected shallow public drinking water 
wells [winding bucket operated] in a village[s] in the Khoiniki district of the Gomel 
region of Belarus approximately 70km from Chernobyl, the site of the nuclear power 
station disaster in 1986. 
 
Project sponsor/supporters: 
 
We are currently seeking support and assistance from UK charities and professional 
organisations/businesses to help fund this important project. The following 
organisations have so far either pledged their support or are in discussion with Chris 
Broome about the project. 

·  Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management, UK 
·  University of Loughborough, UK 
·  Rotary International, UK 

 
Having potable safe drinking water should be everybody’s right. Our health, and that 
of our children, is dependent on clean wholesome water to drink and cook with. There 
are around 16,000 wells in Gomel and Mogilev regions alone and as many as 50% of 
them may be chemically and/or biologically contaminated. Radionuclide 
contamination from the Chernobyl disaster may also be a further factor. There are also 
very high iron levels in the groundwater in Belarus. This can be harmful; to human 
health if consumed over extended periods of time, in years not months. Well water 
can also be contaminated by harmful bacteria and viruses often originating from 
nearby earth latrines of the local population. 
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Either new wells will have to be provided or else the remaining wells remediated by 
providing in situ water treatment which can remove the harmful contaminates from 
the water and prevent them from being released back into the water at any future time. 
 
In co-operation with the ISEU, CIWEM is looking for partners to help fund the first 
stage of the groundwater project i.e. the collection and testing of groundwater samples 
taken from drinking wells and other groundwater sources in the district of Khoiniki in 
the south east of Belarus. The ISEU have a research centre there and would use it as 
the base for the project. Five secondary schools in the area would also be involved 
with the project, giving an opportunity for the older students to learn about their 
environment and how best to manage it. 
 
SOCIAL AND PEDAGOGICAL CENTRE, DZERZHINSK 
Presented by Galina Yushkevich 
[Translated from the Russian] 

 
Galina Yushkevich 

Photo: Brian Dinsdale 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to be here and to speak at this conference. It is good to 
see familiar faces, especially Michael Rye who has visited the centre on several 
occasions. Before I talk about the activity of the centre I would just like to tell you 
that most of our children come from good families. However, some do come from 
families where there are conflicts and misunderstandings between children and 
parents. The main reasons for this are alcoholism and immoral life styles. In these 
families, children often suffer various forms of physical, social and psychological 
abuse, leading to law breaking and running away from home. We aim to reserve the 
right to enable children to be protected by law by operating this centre, which was 
started in 2006. 
 
Today we have 15 employees in the centre ‘Department of Social Hosting’ where 
children live in a system like that of an Internat. Many of the children in this system 
come from dysfunctional families, mainly caused by alcoholism. 
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The ages of the children fall between the age bands 3- 15, although we sometimes 
take older or younger children. Our main aim is rehabilitation and professional aid 
and guidance to children. We want to restore the children/parent relationship by 
neutralising the cause of the problems. During the six months they may live in the 
Centre, children have medical, social and rehabilitation specialists, who devise an 
individual programme to help each child. 
 
Since the centre opened, 123 children have completed the programme; out of those 48 
have returned to their families and 23 have been adopted. Currently, there are 13 
children in the programme. 
 
The work of the centre includes partnerships with NGOs and social organisations. 
One of our biggest supporters is Chernobyl 2000, the other is Hope and Homes. 
Thanks to the help of these two organisations, we have managed to build a play room, 
an outside play area, a parent’s room and a room for physiological aid. We also 
provide clothes, footwear and toys to the children. We would like to thank everyone 
who has helped. 
 
We have a special programme for children which aims to create a better environment 
for children in orphanages and we want to develop an individual programme for each 
child. We need to renovate and decorate the rooms; create a sports area and also 
playing and study areas. 
 
Finally, we would like to see partnerships and support developed further.  
 
 
 
  

WORKSHOP FEEDBACK 
  
How the workshops were planned. 
 
In order to give all delegates the opportunity to share and discuss common ideas, only 
two workshops were offered. They ran concurrently in the afternoon of each day, and 
so delegates were able to attend each workshop. In doing this, we felt that the 
opinions expressed would be of all participants, rather than just those who had a 
particular interest in a particular workshop. 
 
 
Structure 
 
Each group appointed a ‘scribe’ who passed on the notes to the conference chair for 
transcribing. Both sets of comments were compared, and then amalgamated into 
‘bullet points’. 
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WORKSHOP 1 “IT’S AS EASY AS ABC”  
 

�����
Charities should work together but this doesn’t always happen as there are a lot of 
small organisations. 
The impact of small charities can be just as much as that of big ones. 
It would be useful to have contact details for other groups. 
Could a communal newsletter be produced? 
Web sites should be kept up to date, with links to other associated charities. A British 
site is needed for awareness raising between Belarusian and British NGOs and also 
British/ British NGOs.  
Conference delegates could [and some did] inform other colleagues about events 
Belarus and the UK share a common ground but also have cultural and traditional 
differences. 
Belarusian partners rely heavily on the Humanitarian Aid Department 
Everyone was delighted that representatives from the Department attended the 
conference. 
Belarusian partners would like more governmental involvement from Belarus, as 
participants acknowledge there were benefits from co-operation with official 
departments. 
An official list of all foreign and national NGOs would help the government raise 
awareness in Belarus. 
Press coverage: various different approaches but agreement that a ‘more important 
story’ could mean a ‘Chernobyl related’ item would be relegated or even cancelled. 
 

����
Information should be shared. 
Awareness needs to be raised in Belarus and abroad. 
Are we arrogantly assuming we are doing the right thing? UK charities need to listen 
to Belarusian partners to find out what is actually wanted/needed. 
Documentation is a problem for Belarusians. 
UK Visa department: even if visas are applied for in advance for children, they are 
often issued only 2 days before departure. Biometric roaming needs 150 applications 
in one area before it can be arranged. 

�
����
There should be constant training. 
There should always be feedback. 
Government rules and standards should be changed. 
Customs rules should be simplified. [Problems often start at the customs point in 
Brest]. 
Projects should be started which involve the authorities and in which the authorities 
are interested. This would further improve co-operation.  
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WORKSHOP 2 “FORWARD TO THE FUTURE”  
 
Multi visas would enable foreign partners to work more efficiently. 
An interchange of trainers should be encouraged: people coming from abroad to share 
their knowledge and Belarusians to be funded so they could travel abroad to learn new 
training techniques. 
There should be a pool of opportunity. 
Belarusian cultural tours could be encouraged, in order to showcase the country. 
The type of humanitarian aid coming into Belarus has changed. Originally, aid lorries 
brought vital commodities. Now there are restrictions on the age of delivered goods. 
Eg medical equipment must not be more than 5 years old. 
Change has to come from within Belarus. 
Some regions are less welcome to NGO than others. 
There should be constructive local working eg with town Mayors. 
Town twinning should be encouraged. 
New graduates should be encouraged to come to Belarus and share their 
skills/knowledge. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
There is no doubt that communication [or lack of it] is a key issue. Both workshops 
highlighted this over and over again. It is obvious that a great deal of wonderful work 
is happening in Belarus but it is also obvious that sometimes this is not carried out in 
the most efficient way and that opportunities can be missed when connections 
between groups are overlooked. 
 
However, when links are made, there can be a ‘success story’. For example, the 
English Cultural Centre was developed as a direct result of input from English 
speaking visitors and now has over 10,000 books. It is an excellent example of a non 
governmental organisation staffed by volunteers, having a major impact in its locality. 
 
Workshop members also reported that massive changes had taken place over the 
years, although it is proving difficult for Belarusians to develop a means for 
generating wealth. 
 
There was also a general feeling that more assistance should be offered to foreign 
NGOs, in order to make travelling to Belarus easier. This would be a matter for the 
Department of Humanitarian Aid to consider.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It was the recommendation of conference that: 
This conference report be forwarded to the government of Belarus for its 
consideration and comment. 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 TH 2009 
7.00pm 

The International Orphanage Development 
Programme 

Invites you to 
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With 
The Orphanage No 5 Players 

Buffet included  
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This event is free of charge but donations welcome to Orphanage no 5 
Transport can be arranged 
Please book via Brenda: zippee@tiscali.co.uk or tom@tomcenaney.com  
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Two teenagers from Orphanage Number 5, presenting bread to Brenda Dinsdale 
Also present, the Director of the orphanage and Denis Vnuchko, IODP. 

Photo: JK Rhys Watkins 
 
Two days of conference attendance, concentration and hard work meant that our 
delegates were ready for a social event. And a visit to Orphanage Number 5, Minsk, 
for a concert and supper, was the best way to close our conference officially. 
 
Consequently, after the proceedings were completed, and the conference room 
stripped of all paperwork, etc, we climbed aboard the orphanage bus for a 30 minute 
ride into Minsk.  
 
We were greeted in the time honoured way, by two young representatives, dressed in 
national costume, proudly upholding the Belarusian tradition of “The bread 
ceremony”.  After gratefully accepting this honour, we were treated to an hour long 
concert in the recently refurbished theatre. The wealth of talent was amazing; the 
beautiful costumes, the faultless dancing and the enthusiastic singing [by pupils and 
staff alike]. 
 
Orphanage Number 5 is a very special place. It is home to older children/teenagers, 
who are from dysfunctional backgrounds. They are encouraged to be self sufficient – 
to cook for themselves, to learn to take care of themselves and to be fully prepared for 
adult life. 
 
Many of these young people have gone on to have successful careers and are a credit 
to the dedicated work of the staff at the orphanage. 
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We were treated to a guided tour of the orphanage, and were very impressed at the 
immaculate bedrooms and the amount of studying going on. All the students we met 
were polite and well mannered and interested in meeting us. 
 
After a delicious supper, we said our goodbyes – not just to the people at No 5 but to 
the delegates of our conference, with promises that we would ‘keep in touch’. Special 
thanks are due to Tom McEnaney and Denis Vnuchko for organising this visit, and to 
the Director staff and pupils at Orphanage No 5. 

  
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

 
Organising this conference was a major, challenging task. The organisers had no idea 
when they first started as to whether or not it would be viable. However, despite 
occasional set backs, misunderstandings and cancellations, the conference went ahead 
as planned, and was a resounding success. It was well attended; the presentations 
were varied and interesting and the workshops extremely constructive. The social 
events added an extra dimension, as well as the opportunity to visit an orphanage – 
real ‘grass roots’ observation. 
 
As chair, I had many personal challenges. Our original intention had been that the 
conference would have a Belarusian and UK chair. This was not to be and, at the last 
minute, it was decided that I would chair alone! Undoubtedly, this was a huge 
undertaking but, as it happened, it worked very well. Continuity was smooth, links 
between speakers easy and the interpreters were able to develop a rapport with me, 
without having to get used to two different styles of ‘chairing’. 
 
Could anything have been done better? You will have read  some constructive 
comments earlier in this document, mainly small improvements so I think on the 
whole the conference was a well executed event.  I apologise if I have inadvertently 
listed anyone incorrectly or spelled a name incorrectly. As I am sure you will 
appreciate, transcribing Belarusian names and words into English is a somewhat 
complicated procedure! 
 
I must express my disappointment that some of the major charities were not formally 
represented. I am aware that this could have been due to the somewhat on/off status of 
the conference until almost the last minute. Even so, there were many NGOs whose 
presence was missed and who, undoubtedly, would have brought an extra dimension 
to the proceedings. On the plus side, though, there were many small charities present 
who were able to make presentations on behalf of their groups. They might not have 
had this opportunity if larger organisations had attended. 
 
All delegates were asked to send a transcript of their presentations. Unfortunately, not 
all were received but I am grateful for the reports included in this document. They 
have not been altered in any way as I felt it was important for readers to get a true 
feeling of what was said. I note, with thanks, the effort which has gone into the 
preparation  and translation of these reports.   
 
Several of the delegates spoke about how much they learned. Not just about other 
groups but about the real and true conditions in some of the institutions. One delegate 
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mentioned that he was unaware of the existence of other charities with ‘his’ project. 
This confirms the need for greater communication between groups as well as 
individuals.  
 
I was delighted to get feedback suggesting closer co-operation between the 
government of Belarus and foreign partners. We are all working together for good and 
I would encourage an atmosphere of transparency between us. To this end, I am 
pleased to send, as recommended by conference, a copy of this report to the relevant 
departments. 
 
To further our aims of close co-operation, I would also endorse the idea of regular 
conferences in Belarus. The major reason for holding ‘Charities United in 
Partnership’ in Belarus was that we recognised the financial burden involved in 
Belarusian NGOs attending conferences abroad.  More frequent ‘in country’ 
conferences would enable more grass roots volunteers from Belarus to attend. 
 
Finally, I must ask the question…”Did we achieve our objectives”? It seems to me 
that this report itself gives the answers. We communicated during the conference via 
workshops and break times. We learned of different projects, the help that was needed 
and what we could do to facilitate better working practices between different groups. 
Delegates asked for details of everyone present to be circulated and the email 
addresses included in Appendix 1 will make it possible for further contacts to be 
made. 
 
We made decisions together: that this report should be circulated, that we should work 
closer together, that we should liaise better with the different government 
departments. 
 
We came to the conferences as colleagues, we left as friends. 
 

FURTHER FEEDBACK  
In the preliminary report, sent out very soon after the conclusion of the conference, 
delegates were asked to add any further comments they wished to make. The 
following bullet points were common to many respondees. 
 
POSITIVE COMMENTS  
The reception at the British Embassy was well received. 
The food and refreshments, especially the typical Belarusian dishes, were excellent. 
The conference facilities were superb. 
The official interpreters were ‘amazing’. They grasped an often difficult and technical 
subject with ease.  
Involving young people was an excellent idea, as so many volunteers are from the 
older generation. 
There was ample opportunity for networking – in workshops, and during meals. 
Workshops were well run and planned, offering all delegates the opportunity to speak, 
and everyone had the same opportunity to discuss both subjects. 
The interpreters were very supportive in the workshops. 
The concert at the orphanage was a terrific end to the two days of concentration. 
It was wonderful to see representatives from the Department of Humanitarian Aid 
present. Delegates  felt it showed their support for the conference. 
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CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS  
Coffee at registration would have allowed more networking. 
Disabled access was not good. [ORGANISATIONAL NOTE: There are lifts at 
Zhdanovichi]  
USB hotstick used for powerpoint presentation could have caused problems as it was 
infected with a virus. [ORGANISATIONAL NOTE: This was not a major problem. 
Our conference was the first at Zhdanovichi!] 
For information re instructions to get to the venue and local bus timetables etc would 
have made access easier.[NOTED] 
Some delegates felt there would have been more attendees from Belarus if the 
conference had been held on Friday/Saturday. People had to take 2 days off from 
work, some without pay, in order to attend.[NOTED] 
The programme should be finalised 10 days before the conference so Belarusian 
delegates could submit it as an official document  in order to apply for paid/unpaid 
time off work.[NOTED; we were unaware this would have helped Belarusian 
delegates to attend. ] 
 
SUMMARY  
 
“We thought the conference was a great success and we are pleased we were able to 
participate. We hope there are many more”. 
 
“My impressions of the conference were that it was long overdue and that our 
Belarusian friends were happy to have the opportunity to meet their overseas 
counterparts and to share our experience of working in the humanitarian sector. I felt 
that it was a huge success and well worth doing again. As this was the pilot 
conference, we all learned something from the exercise and the next one will be even 
bigger and better. I offer thanks to the organisers and to all of those who played a part 
in making this such a wonderful event”. 
 
“Thank you for the preliminary report so promptly and carefully prepared. It is 
obvious that the conference was a success, especially if one takes into consideration 
former obstacles, a general context of humanitarian issues and the current state of 
civil society in Belarus”. 
 
“Dear Brenda, truly, everything was well done; you are like a general, mobilising 
people from four countries into a landing troop which arrived in Zhdanovichi” 
 
“Most Belarusian delegates left the conference with a firm confidence in future 
meetings. I thought, myself, how much hard work went into the preparation for the 
conference. Thank you”. 
 
“I  enjoyed meeting the other delegates and learning about their work. I did not realise 
that other NGOs were also involved in my project”. 
 
“A good mix of work and play, especially the last night concert”. 
 
“When is the next conference?”  
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A farewell picture of some of the delegates. 

It was not possible to include everyone in the group photo, due to lack of space. 
Photo: Brian Dinsdale
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Appendix 1 

 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES 

 
 

SURNAME FORENAME ORGANISATION Email address 
Akhinets Mikhail Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation Camp zhdanovichi@yandex.ru 
Anischuk Ludmila Slonim Children's Hospice ananvas88@mail.ru 
Biba Aliona Medicine & Chernobyl kot@solo.by 
Cooke Gwen Faith in Action for Belarus duckworth_@sky.com 
Cousins Valery Leaves of Hope valerie.cousins@ntlworld.com 
Delegate  Dept of Humanitarian Aid depart2@pmrb.gov.by 
Dinsdale Brian Chernobyl Continuity zippee@tiscali.co.uk 
Dinsdale Brenda Chernobyl Continuity zippee@tiscali.co.uk 
Dobrova Natalia Minsk Ass, Cystic Fibrosis natalia4164@mail.ru 
Duckworth Angela Faith in Action for Belarus duckworth_sky.com 
Duffy Julie Faith in Action for Belarus j.duffy@blueyonder.co.uk 
Ferraro Antoinette Belarusian Children’s Hospice antoinette.ferraro@talk21.com 
Glukhova Ira University of Minsk info@mslu.by 
Golub Larissa One Child, One World steve@onechildoneworld.org.uk 

Ivanova Svetlana 
Social & Pedagogical Centre, 
Dzerzhinsk 

 

Ivanova Irina Dept of Humanitarian Aid depart2@pmrb.gov.by 
Komets Valery Association of Disabled Sportsmen  
Kornilova Natalia Independent Humanitarian Initiative  
Kot Tatiana Medicine & Chernobyl kot@solo.by 
Kushnarov Vadim University of Minsk info@mslu.by 
Labun Svetlana Dept of Humanitarian Aid depart2@pmrb.gov.by 
Markevich Oksana   
McDonald Tracey CCPUK tracey@piggywiggy.net 
McDonald Anita CCPUK tracey@piggywiggy.net 
Melyanets Pavel  melyanets@mail.ru 
Nazarova Ludmila Slonim Children’s Hospice ananvas88@mail.ru 
Nicholson Jim Chernobyl Continuity jimnicholson.rover@yahoo.co.uk 

Novokshenova Maria 
Minsk Ass for Children with Cystic 
Fibrosis 

Natalia4164@mail.ru 

Papiy Tatyana Hospital 3  
Parukova Natalia Chernobylskiy Aist  
Penpraze Andy UK Borders andy.penpraze@fco.gov.uk 
Pincher Shane "Come 2" Project  
Podobedova Maria Minsk University info@mslu.by 
Putilin Andrei University of Minsk info@mslu.by 
Pynkina Svetlana Medicine & Chernobyl kot@solo.by 
Rhys Watkins JK CCPUK tracey@piggywiggy.net 
Rye Michael Rotary michael.rye@btinternet.com 
Schaverus Ria Netherlands info@weeshuizenbelarus.nl 
Senko Eugene Slonim Children's Hospice ananvas88@mail.ru 
Sharapova Natalia   
Shilkina Elena Belarus Wheelchair Dance Team Belinvasport@mail.ru 
Skromblevich Valeria Medicine & Chernobyl kot@solo.by 
Soborova Irina Rotary Foundation  
Soborova Yana Rotary Club, Minsk violeta.lt@belisa.org.by 
Stelmashonok Alexandra University of Minsk info@mslu.by 
Tagay Ludmila Leaves of Hope valerie.cousins@ntlworld.com 
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Taylor Kieran Irish Charity  
Taylor Hilary Irish Charity  
Thomas H.E.Rosemary British Ambassador Rosemary.Thomas@fco.gov.uk 
Tumaschik Violeta Rotary, Minsk violeta.lt@belisa.org.by 
Utochkina Katya Cystic Fibrosis Ass Natalia4164@mail.ru 
Uyl Hans Parels Van Tarasiki hhuyl@onsbrabantnet.nl 
Vinnik Svetlana English Cultural Centre, Vitebsk vinniksv@yahoo.com 

Vladomisky Danila 
Belarusian Association for Disabled 
Sportsmen 

 

Vnuchko Denis 
International Orphanage 
Development Programme 

 

Whaley Steve One Child, One World steve@onechildoneworld.org.uk 
Yachnaya Tatiana Medicine & Chernobyl kot@solo.by 
Yegorov Prof Marat Byelorusian Peace Foundation  

Yushkevich Galina 
Social & Pedagogical Centre, 
Dzerzhinsk 

 

Zagorskaya Ljubov   
Zhbankov Maxim University of Minsk info@mslu.by 
Zhilko Irina University of Minsk info@mslu.by 
 Nadezda Dom Internat  
 Larisa Dom Internat  
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Appendix 2 
 

CHARITIES UNITED IN PARTNERSHIP 
Working Together For a Better Future 

 
Conference 15th – 16th October 2009 
Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation Camp 

 
Preliminary Report 

 
 
Aims of the conference: 
To promote better working practice, communication and networking. 
Structure:  
2 days, to include opening speeches, welcomes, presentations, workshops and time for 
questions 
Venue: 
Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation Camp, near Minsk 
Facilities: 
Conference Room, with technical equipment, cloakroom provided, separate coffee 
room. 
Meals, refreshments etc 
2 x lunches, 1 x dinner, 2 x coffee breaks 
Overnight accommodation: 
Rooms available for conference organisers 
Interpreting:  
Students from Minsk Linguistic University 
Additional events: 
Reception for overseas delegates at British Embassy 
Concert & buffet supper at orphanage No 5, Minsk 
Transport:  
Arranged individually. 
Visas: 
Supplied free of charge by Department of Humanitarian Aid 
 
Assistance: 
We are grateful to the assistance we received from everyone at Zhdanovichi 
Rehabilitation Camp and, in particular, the director Mikhail Alexeivitch. We also 
thank the British Ambassador, Mrs Rosemary Thomas for her presentation, and the 
delegates from the Department of Humanitarian Aid for their attendance, and 
assistance with free of charge visas.  Mr Aleksandre Mikhnevich, Ambassador of 
Belarus in Great Britain and Northern Ireland, was also instrumental in ensuring the 
smooth running of the conference.  
 
COMMENTS:  
The feedback received from delegates was extremely positive. All felt they had 
benefited by participating and all felt the networking possibilities, especially, opened 
further avenues for their work. 
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The workshops proved to be very useful. The idea of only 2 workshops open to each 
delegate, was excellent. It gave all participants the opportunity to participate fully. 
The technical equipment ensured that each speaker was heard clearly and the 
interpreters worked well. Some difficulty was experienced, however, during 
presentations, when delegates spoke for too long or too quickly, thus causing 
problems for the interpreters. [For future reference: this could be rectified by 
giving speakers firm guidelines and possibly some informal training before the 
beginning of the conference.] NB This problem in no way reflected negatively on 
the work of the interpreters who were excellent!  
 
Delegates agreed that Zhdanovichi Rehabilitation Camp was an excellent venue for 
the conference. Some delegates suggested that they would have preferred to stay 
overnight at the camp for the duration of the conference. [For future reference: If 
another conference were to be arranged, enquiries could be made to try and 
arrange accommodation for the delegates.] This was not done for the CUP 
conference due to different arrival times, etc but the organisers have noted the request. 
 
Delegates were extremely impressed with the quality of refreshments. Some 
mentioned they would have liked coffee/tea at registration.[For future reference:  
this could be organised in advance]. 
 
The conference organisers were delighted when extra delegates arrived on Day 2, and 
that 2 additional presentations were made. There had been some concern over the 
viability of the conference due to some earlier misunderstandings. However, the total 
of participants was over 60 [though not all stayed for meals]. This was an excellent 
result. [For future reference: pre conference publicity should state clearly who 
delegates should contact in order to register etc. All communications should also 
state that any alterations/ changes in the programme would be advised by 
organisers only.] 
 
Atmosphere: 
All agreed that there was a harmonious atmosphere and a good spirit of working 
together.  Some of this must be attributed to the excellent facilities at the venue and 
the way in which the activities were organised. 
 
Reportage: 
The conference chair is in the process of collating all presentations, workshop notes 
etc in order to compile a full conference report. This will be completed as soon as all 
relevant material has been received. 
 
This preliminary report will be sent to all delegates, asking for additional comments to 
be included in the final documentation. 
 
We thank you for your attendance and support and hope to work again with you in the 
future. 
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Appendix 3 
CHARITIES UNITED IN PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 

15TH – 16TH OCTOBER 2009 
PRELIMINARY APPRAISAL  

ACTIVITY Very Poor Poor Satisfactory Good Excellent 

Aims:      
Better working practice    �   
Communication    �   
Networking     �  
Structure:      
Opening speeches     �  
Welcomes     �  
Presentations    Overall  
Workshops     �  
Attendance:      
Humanitarian Department    �   
Other official departments   �     
British Embassy     �  
Belarusian delegates    �   
Dutch delegates    �   
Irish delegates    �   
British delegates    �   
Venue:     �  
Facilities:     �  
Conference room     �  
Technical equipment     �  
Cloakroom     �  
Coffee room     �  
Room for VIPs     �  
Meals:      
Lunch [Day 1]     �  
Dinner [Day 1]     �  
Coffee break [day 1]     �  
Lunch [Day 2]     �  
Coffee Break [Day 2]     �  
Accommodation:      
Room 301     �  
Other rooms    �   
Interpreting:      
Minsk University Students     �  
Other interpreters    �   
Additional events:      
British Embassy Reception     �  
Orphanage No 5 Concert     �  
Travel arrangements:      
To Belarus   �    
To Zhdanovichi   �    
Documentation:      
Visas     �  
Pre conference papers     �  
Post conference papers [to follow]      
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Appendix 4 
 

UK BORDER AGENCY INFORMATION 
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Appendix 5 

 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 
2Cs Chernobyl Continuity 

CCPUK 
Chernobyl Children's Project, United 
Kingdom 

CF Cystic Fibrosis 
Chernobylskiy 
Aist Chernobyl Stork 

CIWEM 
Chartered Institute of Water & 
Environment 

Dept Hum Aid Department of Humanitarian Aid 
Dom Internat Orphanage 
EU European Union 

FoBCH 
Friends of Belarusian Children's 
Hospice 

H.E. Her/His Excellency 

IODP 
Irish Orphanage Development 
Project 

ISEU 
International Sakharov 
Environmental University 

MSLU Minsk State Linguistic University 
NGO Non Governmental Organisation 
Parels von 
Tarasiki Pearls of Tarasiki 
UKBA United Kingdom Borders Agency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


